
 

 

 
 

Spring 2019 

 

    

    
Dear Parents,                   

 

We are now into the second term and the children are working hard, we hope you 

find this letter useful in supporting your child at home.  It is designed to give you 

ideas of how you can help your child to succeed in Foundation Stage. It aims to give 

information about the sorts of things your child will need to be able to do, as well 

as highlighting the important role that parents can play in their child’s education. 

We have tried to make the information as easy to follow as possible but If you 

would like to know more, then please come in and ask a member of our EYFS team. 

We hope you enjoy trying some of our suggestions. Let us know how you get on! 

 

Mathematics 

Children in the EYFS will learn to do the following: 

 To count to and from 20 and beyond 

 To count 20 objects reliably 

 To place numbers 1 to 20 in order 

 To say 1 more or 1 less than a given number up to 20 

 To add and subtract 2 single digit numbers 

 To count on or back to find the answer 

 To solve problems such as halving, sharing and doubling 

 To use everyday language to talk about the size, capacity, weight, height, position, 

time, distance, and money to compare quantities and objects and to solve problems 

 To recognise, create and describe patterns 

 To explore characteristics of every-day objects and shapes and use mathematical 

language to describe them.  

 

How you can help at home. Have a go at the following activities: 

 Baking—weighing ingredients 

 Finding numbers in everyday life 

 Sharing sweets 

 Playing shop at home 

 Use a calendar—what day is it to-day? What day will it be tomorrow? What date? 

 Bingo—you can cover all the areas of maths through this game 

 Card games such as Snap, Pairs and matching games 

 Identify shapes in everyday life 

How you can support your child in the 'EYFS' 



 

 

 Computers—Brain Training/Big Brain  

 

Literacy 

Reading 

Children in the EYFS will learn to do the following: 

-To read and understand simple sentences. 

-To use their phonic knowledge to decode regular words and read them aloud 

accurately - ch - i - p ,   c - a - t,   p - i - g 

-To read some common irregular words - the, was, you. 

-To demonstrate understanding when talking with others about what they have 

read. 

-Understand the book they are reading and identify what is happening in the story.  

 

How you can help your child: 

-Set aside a special time for just you and your child 

-Read/share with your child what they think will happen in the story from looking at 

the pictures 

-Use the suggested questions with your child when reading. 

-When out and about, encourage your child to read signs, instructions etc 

-When reading unfamiliar words, break up the word into phonemes to sound it out 

and blend. Eg, shop = sh-o-p, Club = c-l-u-b = cl-u-b 

-In the home encourage your child to read with you where applicable. Eg, recipe 

instructions, TV guide, cereal boxes. 

-Encourage children to sound out words which are new or have been in their reading 

books previously 

-Join a library—it’s free! 

-Read to your child or share books with them whenever possible. 

-Encourage all members of the family to share and read books with your children 

 

  Literacy 

Writing 

Children in the EYFS will learn to do the following: 

-To use their phonic knowledge to write words in ways that match their spoken 

sounds. 

-To write some irregular words 

-To write simple sentences which can be read by themselves and others 

-To spell some words correctly and others are phonetically plausible.  

How I can help at home: 

-Use the correct letter formation 



 

 

-Provide your child with a variety of opportunities to practise handwriting. Eg, 

writing birthday cards, notes, lists, letters, diaries. 

-Use a variety of materials to write with—sand, paint, water, chalk 

-Give your child time to practise their handwriting. 

-Make it fun - graffiti an old top, de-sign a plate/ mug  

 

Much of our learning will be based around Traditional Tales and Growth this term. 

We will also learn about different celebrations or festivals including Pancake Day, 

Easter, Chinese New Year, and Holi. 

 

   Fun at home 

If you are struggling for ideas to support your child at home, then the Busy Things 

website (www.busythings.co.uk) can be used for lots of games to access at home to 

support their learning.  

 

P.E 

Saplings PE day is Wednesday.  

 

Please make sure that your child has their PE kit in school at all times and that all 

items are clearly labelled, white T-shirt, black shorts and plimsolls.  If your child 

usually wears earrings, please take them out before school on PE days or cover 

them using micropore tape. It would be helpful if girls did not wear tights on these 

days, unless they are able to take them off and put them on themselves.  (Stud 

earrings are the only form of jewellery allowed to be worn in school). 

 

A few other reminders! 

Please remember to clearly label all your child’s belongings.   

Ensure that your child has their water bottle in school each day.  

Don’t forget to write down any ‘Wow Moments’ – little things that your child does 

or says that surprise you or make you proud. These will form part of your child’s 

Learning Journey. 

 

If you are a few minutes late in the morning, please take your child to the office. It 

is likely that we will have already done the register and it can be quite disruptive to 

the learning in the classroom.   

 

Any questions or queries, please do not hesitate to contact one of us.  We may not 

immediately know the answer, but we will find out for you!  We are usually available 

http://www.busythings.co.uk/


 

 

at the start and end of school, after the children have been dismissed but may not 

always have the time then for lengthy discussions, however, we would be happy to 

arrange a mutually convenient time.   

 

Uniform 

Please could you ensure that children are in the correct uniform for the school day.  

Boys should wear grey or black trousers, a white shirt or polo shirt and a black 

school jumper.  Boys may wear grey or black school shorts in the summer.  

Girls should wear grey skirts or pinafores, a white shirt or polo shirt and a black 

school jumper or cardigan.  In the warmer months girls may also wear a green 

checked dress. 

 

Mrs Phillips and the Hinckley Parks EYFS Team 
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